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ACHAPTER T.—RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES.

§ 1. «Collection of Information :as to ‘Retail Prices.

Retail prices of food and groceries .and average rentals of houses for years
extending back to the year 1901 were collected by the Commonwealth
Statistician, and in some ¢ases have been recorded. by the Statisticians of various
States for carlier years.

Retail prices of a more extensive range of commodities (including clothing)
and .cerfain services in commen demand have been .ascertained .at fregnent
.and gegular :intervals since 1923 for .each .of the six capital.cities and for 27
«of the. more importanttowns.of Australia, Comparable.information,is available
for the month of November. in.each year from 1914.t0 1922 for -cach of the six
capital cities.

The range .of items for -which retail price data -is new .obtained was con-
siderably extended -in 4948.

‘The-retail prices of food-and groceries’in approximately 200+owns through-
out Australia were collected as -at November -of each -year from 1913 to 1942,
when scollection was «discontinued.,

*The methods by which prices used in the retail price indexes are ascertained
and ‘the measures adopted to ensure ‘their accuracy and -comparability are
‘briefly as follows:—

(i) Representative and reputable retailers are selected for each city and
town covered by the indexes and each is required to furnish
information as.to prices .monthly in respect of food and groceries
.and quarterly .in respect of -other items. Prices for each item are
cbtained where practicable from ten.or more retailers in each of the
capital cities, and-from five or more.retailers in.each of.the provincial
towns, To cover all commodities in the indexes,.collection is made
from more.than.60.retailers.in cach capitat city and 30 in each pro-
vincial town., Whenever necessary, supplementary information is
obtained from other retailers.

(ii) Information is collected under authority of the Census and Statistics
Act 1905-1949, which requires that information be supplied accurately
and promptly .and ensures that particulars supplied by individual
retailers will not be divilged 'to any other person or Government
.authority. Penalties :are provided -against failure to :supply idfor-
imation, against-supplying fdlse information -and -against ‘failure to
answer #truthfully ;any «question :asked by an autherized officer in
-respect .of ithe .contents .of any -return,

(iii) The actual collection of information is ‘carriedt out by -qualified Field
Officers of .the Commonwealth .Bureau of .Census and Statistics
working under the supervision .of .the Statisticians .of the.respective
States, These Field Officers have very wide,powers of linvestigation,
inciuding entry of premises and inspection of goods, records, etc,

'(iv) The Fi¢ld Officers not only receive and check returns but visit the
-retail :shops ‘concerned, -whenever necessary, -to obtain -requisite
ifformation, In respect of articles -of clothing and the like where
variation of quality may‘be.considerable, ‘Field ‘Officers-are equipped
with -samples of the goods ‘used for price comparisons. ‘In such
-cases the Field ‘Officers vidit every retail informant -at-¢ach quarterly
scollection and personally inspect ‘the -relevant -goods -and prices
thereof.
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{v) Before each quarterly collection Supervising Field Officers review
the standards of the whole of the items for which prices are collected,
after making extensive inquiries among manufacturers, wholesalers
and retailers. These Supervising Field Officers periodically accom-
pany Field Officers at their price collections and check their work,
This not only ensures accuracy and assiduity but also that all Field
Officers work on uniform lines and that, as far as care and effort can
make it possible, prices are recorded for representative goods of con-
stant quality.

(vi) The lists of items and the standards thereof are revised from time to
time to keep them in harmony with changing conditions. Where
such changes become necessary, suitable adjustments are made in
computing the retail price indexes to ensure that they reflect changes
in price with due preciston and that they are not vitiated by the in-
fluence of other changes, Because of rapidly changing conditions
since 1948, prices have been ascertained for an extended list of items.
The purpose of this is to ensure that the indexes are kept representative
and reliable within their definitions.

(vii) Returns of rents for unfurnished houses of four and five rooms are
made at the middle of each quarter by a representative number
{ranging up to 30) of house agents in each city and town covered by
the indexes for brick and wooden houses respectively, classified
according to number of rooms. These returns show the weekly
rental of a substantial number of individual houses each of which
is selected by the Field Officer as suitable for inclusion in a sample
designed to measure the quarterly ratio of change in weekly rentals.
The aim is to measure variations equivalent to change in price for a
constant standard. The ratio of change is used to vary basic average
rentals derived from Census results. Consideration is being given
to the problem of obtaining data appropriate to a more broadly
based housing component for the Interim Retail Price Index described
in § 4 herein.

§ 2. Nature and Purpose of Retail Price Indexes.

1. General.—The basic principle of a retail price index is relatively simple.
It is 10 select commodities representative of the field to be covered and to
combine their prices at regular intervals in accordance with their relative
importance in that field. The aim is to measure the degree of change in prices
for the selected field taken as a whole,

In practice the application of this principle over a term of years presents
great difficulty by reason of the numerous changes which occur in the type,
grade and relative quantities of many of the items commonly used.

In compiling the retail price indexes the price of each item is multiplied
by its quantity * weight ™' and then by its appropriate population or household
* weight .  The sum of these products for all itermns at any given date represents
an “ aggregate expenditure . The “ aggregaie expenditures ™ for successive
periods are converted into an index by representing the aggregate of a selected
or * base ” period by an appropriate number (e.g., 100 or 1,000), and calculating
all index numbers to such base by the proportions which their aggregates bear
to the aggregate of the base period.
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2. Essential Features,—Apart from clear thinking, common sense and
sound arithmetic, the prime essentials in compiling a retail price index are—

(@) that prices be accurately ascertained at regular intervals for goods
of constant grade and quality;

(b) that the list of items be as representative as possible of the field to
be covered;

(¢) that the weights be in approximate proportion to quantities actually
used in the selected field.

3. The List of Items.—The list of items must be a selected list because it
is impossible in practice to ascertain at regular intervals prices of every item
of goods and services entering into household expenditure. There is con-
siderable difficulty in ensuring that the selected items are always a true sample,
Some items which it would be desirable to include must be excluded because
comparative prices cannot be accurately ascertained for them at different times
and different places. It is deemed better to limit the list to items for which
price variations can be ascertained with reasonable accuracy than to distend
it by including items for which price comparisons are necessarily inaccurate.
Similarly, many items of small aggregate or individual importance are excluded.
The list therefore is not {as is sometimes erroneously supposed) a basic wage
regimen, nor yet is it a full list of component items in a standard of living.
It does not imply that any particular goods or any selected grades or quantities
of these goods should enter into determination of a basic or living wage. The
lists used are simply selected items combined in certain proportions for the
purpose of measuring price variations. The items are representative of the
fields covered, and the proportions approximate o those in average consumption
so far as can be ascertained., The list of items in the “ C*' Series Retail Price
Index is representative of a high proportion of the expenditure of wage earner
households as current in pre-war years. That of the Interim Retail Price Index
is similarly representative for post-war years as from 1950.

4. Purpose of Retail Price Indexes.—Retail price indexes are designed to
measure the extent of changes in price levels only. While they may be used
as indicating proportionate variations in cost of a constant standard of living,
they do not measure the absolute cost of any standard of living, nor the absolute
cost of changes in the standard of living. In other words, they measure, as
nearly as may be, the proportionate change in the aggregate cost of specified
quantities and qualities of the selected list of items included in the index, See
also Resolution 13 (d) of Conference of Statisticians quoted on page 6 hereof,

5. Effects of Variable Conditions on Indexes.—Under variable conditions
since 1940, scarcity of certain types of goods, erratic supply and changes of
grades in common use have created recurrent difficulty in obtaining the data
necessary for measuring variations in prices. In some instances, these factors,
as well as technological development and changes in fashion, have rendered it
necessary to substitute new grades, qualities or types of articles for those
formerly used as indicators of changes in price. This has been the case more
particularly in the clothing, household drapery and household utensils sections
of the indexes. Substitutions of similar kind were necessary at times under
pre-war conditions in order to meet changes of fashion and usage, Such sub-
stitutions help to keep the indexes representative of current conditions and are
not injurious to an index provided the transitional difficulties can be solved as
they arise. No change in principle is involved. The indexes continue to
measure, as nearly as may be, price vaviations, and price variations only,
Those differences in prices which are solely due to substitution of a new item
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for, one, which. has ceased: to- be; available:or: in-common: use are neutralized: by
taking the.price.of the:eld-itemias typical of price variation in its.class up-to. the:
time of substitution, and the prices of the new items as typical of such changes
in price thereafter,

Popular usage of items in general consumption changes slowly and.the weights
of individual items and groups of items used in retail price indexes require to
be changed only at long intervals, But at times, scarcity of supplies of some
goods; rationing and kindred' factors may actually produce-shortterm' changes
in wsage. In such periods, continuity of the index requires that the weights
applicable to-the items in. the index be not changed: at frequent short intervals.

Nevertheless,. it becomes: desirable pericdically to- compile: a new: retaik
price-index with a.list of iterns and.weights more; representative of current usage:
than those.of theformer index.. The'problem of maintainingamindex adequately:
representative of current usage: has.intensified since 1950-because of changes: im:
the: pattern of households expenditure and. in: modes of living:.

The ensutng §§ 3 and 4-are- the substance of'a Statistical Bulletiiy issued in:
Marchy, 1954.concerning-the new Interimy Retail Price Tndex (1952-53 Base Year)-
then- issued for'the first time.

§ 3.. Brevious, Retail Price Imdexes.

I. General.—Four series.of retail price indexestbad been compiled at.various
times for Australia by the Commonwealth. Statisticiam: prier to 1954, Each
of these was continued. until changed’ conditions required the compilation of
indexes more directly: relevant to current: conditions. The respective. indexest
were :—

(i) The “A*" Series Index (covering food, groceries. and house: rentsy
was first compilediin 1912 witht the-year 1911.as:base==F000. It was
discontinued: in. June, 1938. Fromv 1913 to May, 1933 this index
was used' fer wage adjustment purposes by the Commonwealth
Court of Conciliation and Arbitration. Some other tribunals. con-
tinued to use it.until’ 1938 in.certain localities.

(ii) The ** B* Series Indéx (covering food, groceries and' rent of 4 and
5 roomed houses) was first compiled' in 1925 and continued’ until,
the December Quarter, 1953, It was the food and rent constituent
of the * C™ Series Index and was desighed to replace the “ A ™
Series Index for general statistical purposes. The “ B * Series.Index
was not used' By industrial tribunals in connexion with the adjustment
of wages, Iis publication was discontinued as from the December
Quarter, 1953

(it} The “ € Series Index (covering food and groceries, rent of 4 and:

S-roomed- houses, clothing, household drapery,. household utensils,,
fuel, lighting, fares, smoking and: some other miscellaneous. items)
was first compiled in 1921.. It was used by the Commonwealth
Court: of Conciliation and Asbitration for purpeses. of quarterly:
wage adjustments from May, 1934 to August, 1953, Some State
tribunals- use or consider it in theip proceedings. Its-publicationi in:
mimeograph-each. quartes continues for the present in the customary:

. form. and on:its customary basis. Fer general statistical purposes
it has been replaced- by the Interim: Retail Price Index (195253 base-
yeary described: in' the following pages:

(iv). The ** B> Series: Index,. derived: by combining the “ A and. “ C*
Series Indexes, was used by the Commonwealth Court.of Conciliation:
and Arbitration-from May, 1933 to May, 1934-and then-discontinued.

T
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Of the four retail price: indexes described above, only' the “C:» Series
continues to:be:compiled. The new Interim. Retail Price Index, first published
in: Marchy, 1954, will'continue:in its:present form. until- the:components oficertain.
groups. are-finalized.

2! The ** Court*” Index.-—In 1937 the Commonwealty Court of Con-
ciliation and Arbitration introduced’ a- * Court ** Index for the purpose: of its
system of making- avtomatic: quarterly adjustments' to the- basic wage within
its jurisdiction. A *“Court ™ Index (Second Séries) was created: by thie Court
in- 1946 and a * Court ™ Index (Third: Séries) in November, 1950 to provide
for automatic adjustment of the increased amounts of adjustable: basic wage
them determined by the: Court at those dates. By decision off the Court.the
* Count ** Index ceased.to:-be:issued by the:Industriall Registrar as at.the'Decem-
ber Quarter, 1953, These: * Court:” Indexes were an arithmetical conversion
off the: * C ™ Series. Retail, Price: Index;

& 4. The Interim- Retail Price: Index (1952-53/ Base: Year):

1.. Origin of the Interim Retail Price Divdex (1952-53 Base Year).—The. list
of component items and' the weighting pattern of the “ C* Serics Retail Price
Index were first adopted'in 1921 But were reviewed by Conference of Statisticians
in 1936. (See Labour Report No, 41, 1952, page. 33, para. 2.}

From the outbreak of war in 1939 to late in 1948 periodic policy changes
in- regard to various war=time- controls (including rationing) caused’ recurrent
changes in consumption and' the pattertr of expenditure, This rendered it
itnpracticable cither to produce a new index or to revise thie old one on any
basisi that would. render the index more representative, than it already was, of
the changing pattern.. (See Labour Report No. 41, 1952; page 35, paras. 5 and
6, and Appendix, Section V., pages 164-213, especially page 174 showing the
War-time * Trial ” Index 1939-48 in comparison with the * C* Series Index
withhcommentssubmitted.in-the Statistician!s evidence before the Commonwealth
Court. of Conciliation and. Arbitration in July, 1949.).

When commedity rationing had virtually ceased imr the latter part of 1948,
actioniwas taken by the Statistician:to:collect: price-data of about 100 adiitional
items and tor gather information- as- to current' consumption and expenditure
patterns. This was done to facilitate review. ofi the component items and
weighting systerr of the * C* Series Rietail Price Index, in the light of the new
pattern of wage earner expenditure and. consumption.then emerging.

By the middie of 1949 a. considerable number of new price series was coming
into being and the body of data available as to expenditure and consumption
(in: the post-rationing period) was beginning to indicate something of the new
weighting pattern likely to be appropriate for post-war review of the componenis
and construction of the “ C* Series Index. The position at that time and the
action then taken were set' out in a Memorandum submitted! in evidence by the
Statistician to: the Commonwealth Coure¢ of Conciliation and' Arbitration in
July, 1949, This was reprinted: in. Section: ¥, of the: Appendix to Labour Report
No, 41, 1952, pp. 164-213.
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There supervened in the next two years conditions which caused wide price
dispersion, a vety rapid rise in prices and a new sequence of changes in con-
sumption and the pattern of wage earner expenditure. Under these conditions
it was not possible to devise any new weighting pattern for the years 1949-50,
1950-51 and 1951-52 likely to be better suited to the index or more continuously
representative of conditions then current than was the existing *“ C” Series
Index on the 1936 revision. 1t was therefore decided by Conference of Statisti-
cians to defer revision of the weighting system and component items of the
“ C™ Series Index, and the new data on prices and consumption were used to
test whether the aggregate ** C ™ Series Index was reasonably reliable for current
use as a retail price index.

In June, 1953, Conference of Statisticians was advised by the Acting
Commonwealth Statistician (a} that although the aggregate ** C ™ Series Index
{as verified by supplementary indexes) was still reasonably reliable for current
use, some of the component groups (more particularly food and miscellaneous)
were not satisfactory individually; and (b) that the time had arrived either to
produce a new index or to reconstruct the * C ™ Series Index extensively.

Concurrently in 1953 the Acting Commonwealth Statistician indicated (in
successive Quarterly Statistical Statements containing the * C* Serigs Retail
Price Index) that a memorandum would be prepared and issued on the subject
of the index and the question of its weighting pattern and list of component
items, The matter of the proposed memorandum was mentioned by a witness
in evidence before the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitraiton
in August, 1953. But as none of the parties to the Basic Wage Case then pro-
ceeding desired to raise any issue as to the adequacy or validity of the * C™
Series Index for purposes of the Court, the Statistician did not present any
memorandum or evidence in that case.

A Statistical Bulletin issued in March, 1954 and reproduced in this and the
preceding section contains the substance of the memorandum then contemplated,
with the addition of the new Interim Index.

The Interim Retail Price Index has been compiled pursuant to Resolution 13
of the Conference of Statisticians in June, 1953, reading:—

“13. Rerail Price Indexes—

{@) That, in view of the persistence of recurrent changes in the pattern of
consumer expenditure in the post-war period, it is undesirable
to make a general revision of the list of items and weighting system
of the “ C* Series Retail Price Index at present, unless industrial
tribunals cxpressly desire some revision for special purposes,

{b) That an Interim Retail Price Index be compiled with putative weights
and components representative, as nearly as may be, of the post-war
pattera of consumer usage and expenditure,

{¢) That, having regard to the complexities of the problem and the limit
of staff resources available, such interim index relate only to each
capital city and to the six capital cities combined,

(d) That attention be drawn again to the statement already published
that the ¥ C" Series Retail Price Index cannot measure changes
in relative retail price levels as between capital cities consistently
with its main purpose of measuring periodic changes in retail price
levels for cach city.

(¢) That the problem of measuring comparative retail price levels as

" between cities at any point of time differs in priaciple from the
problem of measutring periodic variations in price levels in an
individual city ”,
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In conformity with Section {(a) of the foregoing Resolution, the ** C* Series
Retail Price Index has continued to be compiled and published quarterly in its
customary form.

The Interim Retail Price Index (1952-53 base year) is compiled to implement
Section (b) of Conference Resolution and used as the current retail price index
in statistical publications of the Commonwealth Statistician for general statistical
purposes, irrespective of what use is made of either index by any industrial
teibunal for its own purposes.

In this regard the position is that industrial tribunals themselves decide
what use (if any) they make of any available retail price index or whether they
desire the Statistician to compile some special-purpose index for them. It is
not the practice for the Statistician to express any view as to whether such
tribunals should use retail price indexes in their deliberations. The Statistician,
in the normal course of his duties, compiles and publishes various price
indexes, states their definition (what they measure), explains how they are con-
structed and gives evidence or public information when desired concerning them,

With respect to Sections (d) and (e) of the Conference Resolution the
Statistician is prepared to compile data as to relative price levels in respective
capital cities on the basis specified by an industrial tribunal for its purposes.
The Interim Retail Price Index relates only to six capital cities of Australia,
because it is not practicable with existing staff resources to collect price data
for the greatly enlarged list of items for 28 other cities and towns. These
continue to be covered for the less extensive list of items used for the “ C”
Series Index.

2. Definition of the Interim Retail Price Index.—This index provides the
interim results of researches designed to measure retail price variations for
each of six capital cities individually {(with 195253 = 100 as base vear for each
city} on the. basis of . —

(@) a current pattern of wage earner expenditure using recent consumption
weights for foods and recent expenditure weights for combining
groups of items into the aggregate index;

(b) a wider range of commodities and services than that covered by any
existing price index in order to provide greater representativeness;
and

(¢} individual city weights for such items as electricity, gas and fares,

The components and weighting of the Interim Retail Price Index are being
reviewed in the light of data derived from the Census of Retail Sales as to
consumer expenditure on various kinds of goods, estimates of consumer
expenditure on services relevant to construction of a retail price index of this
type and data as to rents and housing derived from the Census of 30th June,
1954 and additional special surveys. It 1 proposed to cast the index into
final form as soon as possible and this may entail some revision in the index,

3. Differences between the Structure of the Interim Retail Price Index and
the “ C ** Series Retail Price Index.—The main differences between the struc-
ture of the Interim Retail Price Index and that of the ** C** Series Retail Price
Index are (@) the group weights and item weights of the Interim Index relate
broadly to the consumption pattern 1950-53, while those of the “ C” Szries
Index relate to pre-war years; and (6} the Interim Index includes a large nuinber
of items not included in the * C* Series Index. A full list of the items used
in the Interim Index is shown in § 4, pp. 9-12 hereof.  The list of items in the
Interim Index is to be amended in some respects when the index is put into
final form.
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The-differences instructure of each:groupcf items as adopted forthe Interim
Retail Price Index are summarized below:—

{i) Food Group.—(a) The weights of some of the main items (e.g,, milk,
gggs, ‘meat, potatoes and flour) in the Interim Index are substantially different
‘from ‘those 'in the ***C" Serfies Index ‘to accord generally with average con-
sumption in ‘the years 1949-5G to 1952-53. -(b) ‘Twenty-four ‘new items have
‘been added to the Food ‘Group, extending the -group coverage -over a wider
field. The principal new items are lamb, packaged breakfast foods, ‘biscuits,
ice -cream, ‘packet Gheese, honey, sandwich spreads, .ceffee, .cocoa, soft drinks
:and certain‘types-of confectionery, i(¢) Thetotal numberof items in-the Food
¢Group-of the Interim Index is:60 as-compared with38in the™**{C ** Series Index.
"Fwo -items "which were in¢luded ‘in ‘the *:C ™ Series Index are not included in
the Interim Index owing to the difficulty-of securing satisfactory rprice-data for
sthem., ‘Two nonfood items (soap and 'kerosené) included in ithe FHood and
‘Groceries ‘Group of ithe ** C** Series Index appear in ‘the Household Sundries
“Group-of theUnterimIndex. The:G@roup name Food and ‘Groceries ™ Jin the
“1C ¥ Series Index ds:¢hanged-to™ Food »in the dnterim Index.,

(ii) Cloihing and. Drapery Group.—In the Intefim Index, ‘17 new ‘items have
“been.added to the Clothing .and Drapery Group, .and 25 items.each .formerly
represented by one type of article are .now each represented by two or.more
types. Consequential adjustments have been made in weights of individual
sitems, The principal new items added to this group are:—sports.coat, sports
trousers, cardigan (and other types of knitted wear), overalls, piece.goods
(rayon, cotton and wocllen) and knitting wool,

(iii) Rent Group.—This group is almost identical in"both indexes. Available
‘fata indicate (@) that, in general, veryfew new houses have'been'builtby private
owners for renting in the post-war years; (5) that in some cities considerable
numbers of new Government houses have been built for renfing or occupancy
oD a quasi-rental basis; and(£) that there has been a substantial increase in the
‘numbers of owner-occupied houses, including new instdlment-purchase or
quasi-instalment-purchase houses under ‘Governmental and private housing
schemes, Inrecent years the difficulty of obtaining data suitdblefor'the housing
component of a price index has therefore intensified. The ‘Census of 1954
showed that a very rapid diminution had occurred since 1947 in boéhthe numbers
and proportions of privately rented houses. ‘Supplementary surveys in 1956 and
‘1957 indicated a continvation -of 'this trend in the six capital cities. Further
study ‘is 'therefore being given to the thitherto intractable problems associated
with measuring at quarierly intervals “housing ‘price  variations in a ‘form
suitable for use in -a retail price index in -respect of owner-occupied houses,
instalment-purchase "houses, and houses occupied under the various types of
‘Governmental housing ‘schemes,

{iv) Qther Groups.—Six new sub-groups are included in the Interim Index
‘to-replace Sections L, M :and N of the Miscellaneous:Group of ‘the *1C ** Series
Index. These six sub-groups of .the .new index comprise 75 itemssas compared
with 32 in the old index, substantiallyenfarging their representativeness. The
grincipal new items are igarden tools, floor coverings, shaving cream, ‘toilet
soap, etc,, patent medicines, baby foods, thaircuts, dry cleaning, :shoe repairs,
postage, ©tc. Necessary adjustments have been 'made to tbring 'the group
weight into conformity with recent -expenditore .and :consumption patterns,
The weight of this:group.is much greater than it was in the *1C » ‘Series Index.
Further extensions of ‘the tlist :of items -are under consideration and research is
proceeding into probiems of weighting for additional items.
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(v) Group Weights;—The group- weights in- the new Ihferim Index have
been brought into. general conformity- with the estimated group- distribution,
of wage earner household- expenditure in recent years over the field covered,
In some cases the weights are. putative weights assessed on available data and
are subject to some revision.

In the year 1952-53' the ratio of the individual group * aggregate
expenditure ™ tor the * aggregate expenditure ” of the whole index. for the six
capital cities combined- was as- follows:—

“C ™ Serjes .
Group. Retail Price Interim-Renil Price Index.
hdax. {Per cenl )
{Per. cent.)

Food o
Clothing and Drapery
Rent ..

Certain Repairs and Services
Cinema, Radio, Newspapers
Rail, Tram and Bus' Fares-
Tobacco and Cigarettes

Other Groups ..

4.6 Fuel and Light

4.6 Houschold Sundries
2.5

3.0

6.6

5.8

100.9- 100.0

In the Interim Index common weights are adopted for all groups and. items
in the index for each city except in respect of fares, gas, electricity and some
minor items. The resultant.indexes measure price movement from period to
period for each city separately.. While they indicate degree of price movenent
from time to time for respective cities, they do not indicate the relarive level
of prices (or level of living costs) inreach city,

For that reason the Interim Index of each city in the base. year 1952-53
is 100, In the case of the * C.”” Series Index as published herein, the weighted
average of the six capital cities' combined is 1,000 on the base period 1923-27
and the index of each individual capital city is in ratio thereto (except where
“ C " Series Indexes of each city-have beent arithmetically converted to the base
100 for the year 1952-53 for purposes of comparison with the Interim Index).

4. List of Items—Interim Retail Price Index.—The following is a list of
items embraced within the Interim. Retail Price Index. Items included in the
Interim Index and not in the * C* Series Retail Price Index are denoted by
asterisks.

List of Ttems—Interim Retail Price Index,

Foon— Foon—continued,
Ce];eal é’roducts—- Dairy Produce—
read. f i
Flour, Plain, m:lt: [lj;e\:gered.*
pls 2t Mk, Conseas,
Flaked Oats Cheese, Packet.*
Rice, ’ Cheese, -Muld.
Prepared Breakfast Foods— Butter,
From Wheat.* Eggs.

From Maize.* Bacon.
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List of Items—Interim Retail Price Index—continsied.

Food—cominued.

Potatoes, Onions, Preserved Fruit and

Vegetables—
Peaches, Caoned.
Pears, Canned.
Raisins, Sceded.
Currants, Loose.
Pranes.*
Green Peas, Capned.*
Poiatoes.
Onions.

Soft Drink, Chocolate Confectionery and

Iee Cream—
Soft Drink.*

Chocolate Confectionery.*

Ice Cream.*

Other (except Meat)—
Sugar.
Jam.
Golden Syrup.
Honey.*
Sandwich Spreads,*
Bzked Beans.*
Spaghetti.*
Sardines.*
Margarine.*
Seed Tapioca,
Sauce, Tomato.*
Tea.
Cocoa.*
Coffee,*
Meat—
Beef—
Sirloin Roast,
Rib Roast
Steak—R unmp.
Steak—Blade.*
Steak—Chuck.
Sausages
Silverside.
Brisket.
Mutton—
Leg.
Forequarter.
Chops, Loin.
Chops, Leg.
Lamb—
Leg.*
Forequarter.*
Chops, Loin.*
Chops, Leg.*
Pork—
Leg.
Loin.
Chops.

CLOTHING AND DRAPERY=—
Men's—
Suit.
Owvercoat.
Sports Coat.*
Sports Trousers.*

CLOTHING AND Drarery—continued.

Men's—continued.

Pullover.

Cardigan.*

Pullover (Sleeveless).*
Waorking Trousers (Cotton).
Waorking Trousers (Wool).*
Overalls.*

Shirt, Ordinary Wear.
Shurt, Work,

Singlet. Flannel.®

Singlet, Wool and Cotton.
Singiet, Athletic.

Underpants, Wool and Cotion.

Underpants, Cotton.
Pyjamas.

Socks.

Hats.

Braces.
Handkerchiefs.

Women's=—

Costume.

Skirt.

Cardigan.

Twin Set.*

Dress, Cotton.
Dress, Rayon,
Slip.

Vest, Wool and Rayon.
Vest, Rayon.
Panties, Bloomers, eic.
Brassiere.
Nightdress.
Pyjamas.
Corsets,*
Stockings, Nylon.
Stockings, Lisle,
Hau, Felt.

Beret.*

Hat, Siraw.
Gloves, Fabric.
Gloves, Nappa.
Urmbrella.*
Apron.

Chuldren's—
Boys'—
Suit.
Overcoat.
Pantis.
Pullover.
Shirt—
Sports.
Ranger.
Singlet—
Wool.
Cotton Athletic.
Hose—
Goll.
Anklet.
Pyjamas.
Cap.
Braces,
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List of ltems—Interim Retail Price Index——continued.

CLOTHING AND DRAPERY—continued.
Children*s—continued.

Girls'—
Tunic.
QOvercoat.
Blazer.*
Pullover,
Dress.
Petticoat.

~ Singlet—

Wool and Rayon.
Rayon.

Pantics, Bloomers, et¢.—
Fieecy Lined.
Rayon.

Pyjamas—~
Winceyette,
Rayon.

Socks.

Hat—

Felt.
Straw,

Piecegoods, etc.—
Rayon.*
Cotton.*
Woollen.*
Fingering Wool.*
Footwear—
Men's—
Working Boots.
Shoes.
Women's—
Shoes, Best,
Shoes, Ordinary.
Children’s—
Shoes, Boys'.
Girls' Best,
Girls* School.
Young Children’s.

Household Drapery—

Blankets, DB,
Blankets, 5.B.
Sheats, D.B.
Sheets, 5.B.

Lo Sheeting.*
Pillow Slip.
Pillow.*
Towel.
Tea Towel.

9 RENT—
Four and five-roomed tenanted houses.
OTHER GROUPS—

Electricity, Gas, and Firewood—

Electricity.
Gas.
Firewood.

Household Sundries—

Household Utensils—
Plate, Dinner.
Jug.
Pudding Basin.

OTHER GROUPS—continued.
Household Sundries—continued,
1
Household Utensils—continued.

Tumbler.
Saucepan.
Pressure Cooleer.*
Cake Tin.*
Frying Pan.*
Boilet.*
Cutlery—

Knife.

Tea Speon.

Dessert Spoon.

Table Fork.
Globe, Electric,
Iron, Electric.
Toaster, Electric.*
Jug, Electric.*
Spade.*

Fork.*

Rake.*

Hoe.*

Lawn Mower.*
Bucket.
Brogm—

Mallet.

Hair.
Scrubbing Brush.
Polishing Mop.
Axe*

Floor Coverings—
Carpet.*
Linoleum. *
Felt.*

Other—
Matches.*
Kerosene.
Steel Wool.*
Boot Polish.*
Starch.*
Cleaner Paste.*
Soap, Household.

p, Powder.*

Personal Requisites—

Toilet Spap.*

Shaving Cream.*

Tooth Paste.*

Razor Blades.*

Antiseptic.*
Proprictary Medicines, et¢.—

Cough Mixture.*

Tonic.*

APC*

Cascara.*

Ointment.*

Baby Food.*
School Requisites—

Lead Pencil.

Penholder,

Nibs.

Eraser,

Ruler.

Pastels.

Blotting Paper.

Exercise Books.

H |
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List :of Ttems—Interim Retall Price Index—continged,

OrHER GROUPS—COntinued,
Services—
Hairdressing.*
Drycleaning—
Men's—
Suit (3 piece).”
Suit (2 piece).*
Spotts Trousers.*
Sports Coat.*
Women’s—
. Frock.*
Skirt.*
Overcoat.*
Shoe Repairs-—
Men's.*
Boys™.*
-Women’s.*
Postage.*
Telegram, *
Telephone—
Private Phone Call.*
Public Phone Call.*
Rental.*

5. Comparison of Trends .of :the Interim Retail Price Index with Trends of
the ¢ C ** Series Retail Price Index.—The following table shows for each of
the years 1952-53 to 1956-57 and for each quarter from the December ‘Quarter,
1954 to the December Quarter, 1957 the Interim Index for the six capital-cities
combined, with the year 1952-53 as base = 100, in comparison withithe “C”»

OTHER ‘GROUPS—rontinuted,

Cinema Admission, 'Radio Ticence anil
Newspapers—

Cinema—
Adult Admission,
Child"s Admission.

Radio Licence,

Newpapers—
Morning.
Evening.

Fores (City and Suburban Train, Tram
and Busy—
Train Fares.
Tram and Bus Fares,

Tobacco and Ciearettes—
Cigarettes—
Australian.
Imported.*
Tobacco (Australian)—
Cigarette,
Pipe.

Cigarette Papers,

Series Index arithmetically converted to the same base:—

Six Capital Cities {Weighied Average).

Period.
LM Series Tndex. Anterim Andex.
A B
Year ended June—1953 100.0 100 & 100.0
© 1954 102.8 102.2 " 102.5
1955 103.7 103.7 103.6
A B
1956 . 107.5 108.8 107.0 108.0
1957 .. 112.2 114.1 113.0 114.3
Quarter—1954: December . 103.2 103.4 1032
~1955; March . 103.% 103.8 103.8
June . 105.0 104.5 104.7
A . B .
September 1059 106.6 105.1 105.7
December 106.7 107.7 106.3 10710
1956: March 107.8 102.0 | 107.4 108.3
June 109.7 111.8 109.4 110.8
September 111.1 i15.6 111.5 114 .4
December 1.7 114.2 112.5 - [14.2
1957: March 112.6 112.8 i13.5 113.7
June . 113.5 3.8 .| Al4.5 114.8
September - .. i14.0 113.8 115.1 115.1
December .. 114.0 113.5 115.1 114.9
MNote.—Indexes in Columns ** A ”-¢xclude, and those in Col B"i potatoes and onicns.

See paragraph & on page 15

“d‘
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The figures appearing after the decimal point possess little significance
for general statisticalipurposes. They areinserted-merelyto avoid the distortion
that would occur in rounding-off the figures to the nearest whole number, For
instance, Jf the Interim Indexes iof the .Six Capital .Cities {Weighted . Average)
‘for each quarter-of 1953 were rounded off-to 108, 102, 102:and 102 respectively,
they would suggest.a rise.of 2:per cent, in-the June Quarter, 1953.and no-change
in the'September+Quarter, 1953, The figures=for the Interim-Index as presented
iin the-tdbleindicate-a rise of the.order of I per cent. in:the June:Quarter, 1953,
and 1 per cent. in'the SeptembertQuarter, 1953, Price indexes cannot measure
.aggregate price variations with an accuracy of the.order.of one-tenth of T per
cent.

With .changing conditions significant -divergencies may -occur between the
movements shown by a retail peice index (such as the * C™ Series Index)

- qonstructed :on pre-war weights .and a :comparatively limited ange -of major

‘iterns and.a retdil.pricelindex-(such-as the Interim Index).constructed on 1950-53

weights -and -a broader dist -of -items,

Due regard should be paid to the fact that a composite price index is

necessarily an approximate summary which combines into one aggregate

price variations of many dtems, Any morewigid wse of the index for specific
purposes is the responsibility of the bodies or persons using the indexes..

The following indexes are ‘based on‘the year 1952-33 = 100 for each city, -,

They therefore ‘measure price movements from period to-period Jor each city

separately. "While they ‘indicate degree of price movement from time ito time -
for respective cities, they do not:indlicate the refative levél of prices (or level :

of living costs) in each city.

o'

(At times appreciable disparities appear in the movement of the respecfive - ;

ndexes for -individual cities ‘from quarter -to .quarter. Fhe Interim Index; -
‘being based on:zecent weights and aniextended listof items, isthe-more represent- _

ative measure ‘of -current -quarterly .retail -price -variations.

Pending complefion of investigations-into-the problem of-devising a housing
component more widely based than the present rent component, 'housing is
represented in bothindexes only by rentals of private houses of-4 and 5 rooms.
_As the laws_governingirent control differ as between cities and as modlﬁcauons
therein are .made in varying degrees and -at irregular intervals, both indexes
(including this rent component) show sporadic periodic movements due fo

sudden changes in lawirelating to rents. These are reflected in Table A belov_v.

In.orderto provide a clearer perspective.of thewnovement:of retail commodity

'~ prices, Table B has been compiled to embrace :all commodities and services

(other than rents) which are included within the respective indexes,

"



# C* SERIES AND INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX NUMBERS.
{Base of Each Index for Each City: Year 1952-53 = 100.0.}
TABLE A.—ALL GRouPs INCLUDING RENT.{(q)

SYDNEY. MELBOURNE. BRISBANE. ADELAIDE. PERTH. L Six CAPrraLs.
HosarT (Weighted Average),
Quarter. won w e “on won wpn wen o
Serics. Interim. Series. Interim. Series Interim Series. Interim Series. Interio. Serias, | Interim Seﬁes Interim.
1954—September 101.9 2.2 191 4 101.8 102.4 102.8 103.3 102.5 11,9 109.0 1047 [05.1 102.6 102.7
December 102.8 102.9 101.7 102.2 163.7 103.6 103.5 102.8 i11.5 108.7 104.6 104.9 103.2 103.2
1955~ March 103.3 103.4 102 6 102.9 4.5 104.5 4.3 1035 112.0 1093 105.6 5,8 103.9 103.8
June .. (04,1 103.8 103.% 104.0 105.0 105.1 106.2 105.4 114.4 111 2 106.6 106.6 105.0 104.7
September 105.5 i04.6 106.7 105 8 105.8 105.6 106.8 106. 114.1 1.1 107.9 108.2 106.6 105.7
Decemnber 6.2 105.4 108.6 108.3 105 8 106.0 w1.7 1064 114.7 1t1.6 109 3 109.6 107.7 107.0
1956—March . 107.0 | 106.2 | 1106 | 110.4 | 107.6 | 107.3 | 107.8 | 106.8 | 116.0 | 3.1 13,6 | 113.0 | 100.0 | 108.3
June . 109.8 °| 103.5 3.9 113.3 109.4 109.5 19.7 10%.7 117.9 115.2 115 4 15,1 1] 8 110.8
September . 114, 5 114.0 117.2 115.7 112.3 111.9 114.0 11t.6 119.4 116.6 i18.2 118.3 115.6 114.4
December . 1.7 113.8 116.1 115.5 i11.2 111.2 n.7 110.9 119.8 1[7.6 [18.6 i19.4 114.2 114.2
1957—March 111.9 113.7 tE3.5 114.1 10,5 111.4 109.8 109.7 120.9 1187 n7.s 118.9 1£2.8 1y 7
June . 1125 114.7 114.7 135.3 111 2 112.4 1.5 111.3 122.5 120.2 118 4 119.6 113 8 114 8
September 2.7 115.0 114.5 5.5 111.5 112.5 112.2 112.2 122.4 120.1 117.2 118.8 113.8 1151
December 112.3 114.8 114.1 115 3 112.9 113.4 111.3 111.7 120.6 119.1 117.4 LE% 1 113.5 114.9
TaBLE B.—COMMODITIES AND SERVICES EXCLUDING RENT.(4)
(The following indexes relate to food, groceries, clothing and miscellaneous iterns other than rent.)
SYDNEY. MELBOURNE. BRISBANE. ADELAIDE. ParTH. FF : Si1x CAPITALS.
OBART. (Weighted Average).
Quiarter. LN oLl o wn "o wo g ne
Seres. Interim. } gurioe Interim. | .7, | Interim. | g 2.0 | Interim Series, | Interim. Serres, | Interim Seras, | Interim.
1954 September 100.9 | 101.5 | 101 4 [ 10t.8 | 102.1 102.7 | 103 3 102.4 106 8 | 104.6 | 104.1 194.7 | 101.8 | 102 ¢
December 101.8 102.2 101.7 102.2 [031.5 103.5 103.4 102.6 106.2 104.2 3.9 104 4 102 .4 102.5
19%5—March 102.4 102.7 102 103.0 104 .4 104 4 14.2 103 4 106 6 104.8 105 1 5.5 103.2 103.2
June 103.3 | 103.2 | 1041 | 104.1 1049 | 105.0 | 1058 s o | 1089 | 106.5 | 106.2 | 106'3 | 1044 | 1041
September 104.7 104.0 107.1 106. 1 105.7 105.6 106, 1 105.3 108 2 106.1 107.7 108.1 106.0 103.2
December 105.5 104.8 109 3 108.9 105.8 106.0 106 9 105 7 103.6 106 5 109.8 109. % 107.2 106.5
1956—March 106.3 105.6 109.5 109.5 107.6 107 3 1Ga 7 105 9 194 8 107.7 110.2 10,3 107.8 107.3
June . 109.5 108, 1 13t it2.6 109.6 109 6 109, 7 108 8 Lrl.4 109 & 111.5 112.1 110 9 100 9
September 114.8 114.2 116.7 115.1 1.3 112.2 1131 1io 7 12.7 109 114.3 115.3 1L5 O 113.8
Decemnber 112.8 113.9 11%.4 114.2 .3 111.2 111.3 1096 113 0 111.8 114.3 116.2 113.4 113 5
1957—March i .6 13.7 112 5 132 110.4 1.3 107 & 108.0 114 0 113.0 12,7 115.3 111.5 1$2.8
June . 12,0 | 1146 | 3.6 | 1t4.4 | 100 | 1123 109,3 1095 115.6 | 11473 113.% 116.0 1124 113.9
September 1121 114.9 113.3 114.5 .1 123  109.7 110.2 115 2 14,0 12.0 115.0 12,3 114 O
December 111.5 114.5 112.8 114,13 112.5 113.2 108.4 102.6 113.0 112.% 1i.g i15 ¢ i11.8 113.7
(o) Including potatoes and onjons. See paragraph 6 on page 15,
L4 < . ‘\

14

‘SAXIAN] FOMJ ONY £3D1g TIViag——'] YHLAVHD



THE INTERIM RETAIL PricE INDEX {1952-53 Basp YEAR). 15

6. Compilation of Indexes Including and Excluding Price Movement of
Potatoes and Onions.-—Abnormally large seasonal fluctuations in prices of
potatoes and onions had a major effect {first upwards and then downwards)
on the movement of the price indexes in most cities from the September Quarter,
1956 to the March Quarter, 1957. These transient fluctuations also caused
highly disparate movements in the aggregate indexes as between cities. In
order to provide an indication of the recent trend of the indexes apart from these
abnormally large seasonal fluctuations, index numbers excluding the effects
of price movements of potatoes and onions are calculated for comparison with
those which include the items.

The Interim Retail Price Index is calculated both inclusive and exclusive
of potatoes and onions as from the base period 1952-53. For the * C* Series
Retail Price Index, index numbers excluding the price movement of potatoes
and onions have been calculated as from (and including) the September Quarter,
1955,

7. Tabular Statements of Interim Retafl Price Index Numbers.—Information
relating to the Interim Retail Price index numbers is published as follows:—

Monthily.—The Monthly Review of Business Statistics contains annual and
quarterly index numbers to the latest available date.

Quarterly.—Statements are issued about three weeks after the end of each
quarter relating to the Interim Retail Price Index for that quarter and
immediately preceding quarters. The Quarterly Summary of Australian Statistics
contains annual and quarterly index numbers to the latest available date,

Annual—In addition to the information published in the annual Labour
Report, the Official Year Book contains a brief summary concerning the Index,

On the following pages are published:—

(i) the Interim Retail Price index numbers for each of the years ended
June from 1953 to 1957, and for each quarter during the period
December Quarter, 1956 to December Quarter, 1957, for each
capital city and for the six capital cities combined, and showing
also separate indexes for each of the four groups of itemns (page16);

(ii) the Interim Retail Price index numbers for each of the years ended
June from 1953 to 1957, and for each quarter during the period
December Quarter, 1954 to December Quarter, 1957, for the
weighted average of the six capital cities combined, showing also
separate indexes for each of the four groups of items (page 17).
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INTERIM- RETAIL PRICE INDEX. NUMBERS.
{Base of each Index: Year 1952-53 = 100.);
MoTe.—The index numbers’ ieveundér are' designed. to measure aggroegate vaviationg incetail prives

of specified geoups of items for specified citias individually. They measurc varialions rom time to
time' andinot differences in price-leve! as’ belween:cities nor comparative costs of ‘groups: of items,

! k ] ! i .
Year. | Year | Year | Year | Year 1956. 1957,
City - ?'nded e]nd.cd' linded- ejnded’. ?rndéd’
: | Sung, | Jane, une, une, oty | Dec. Mar. June |, Sept. | Deg,,
1953 [ 1954 | 1955 | 1956 [ 1957, | oot | Qi | Ot | o | Qo
Grour L.—Foop (Excrubing PoTaToEs AND Ontons).{a)
Sydney o FOLD ) 105 ) 1040 06T ) TLL 4 p 1108 ¢ BB ILLLE | i2.6 ] 109
Melbourne L1000 103 8| 104.7 [ [09.9 { 114.2 | 1128 | 1145 1 115.2 | H15.6 | 1(4.3
Brisbane Lo | 1000 ) 102.2 [ 102.4 | (04,7 | 108.4 [ 107.2 | 108.6 [ 110.1 | 110.0 | 112.5
Adetaide Lo IO 1025 L 106X 08T | kR 10T L 11007 L 12,7 iR ) 1107
Perth .. {1000 | 1063 094 | 1o nisig | a3 [ gl niso | tisie | 111.8
Hobart- | 00 Y 1069 [ [06. 7| TREL3 | 1153 FLIS.7 | KIS.S) LIS & [ lMan5 | 14,3
Six.Capitabsl@)e | 10000 | 1028 F i04 8 | (08,1 112 4| M6 | B12.6 0 113.3 | 1137 [ER13.8
GROUP 1.=FoOD (INCLUDING POTATOES AND DNIONS),
Sydaey 1000 [ 10240 1036 | 1090 | Ltd. 44 142 ] 1120 | H02.4 1 162,31 110.9
Methoursie eo | 1000 | 1046 | 1043 | 1129 | 1186 [ 1202 115 4] 1165 ] 15,9 ¢ 1i4.6
Bhisbans | 1000 K4 T | 1042 | BOBT | M2 | (6] 1099 p 1L [ TI0LS | 1121
Adelaude oo re3is | tes2 |1t | rae | s T | 1109 [ a4 L3 16004
Peérth- .. oo | T00L04) 106, 30 ] 2095 [ LIS | Y168 1154 | LI6:7 | 8.8 ] 117,51 1140
Hobart Lo | 100 0| 107.7 | 106.8 { 113.6 | 118.3 | 1204 [ 116.7 | 117.0 | 114.2 | 114,2
Si;(Capitals(b) W00 | 103.7 | 1046 ) 0106 { 1153 116.2 | [13.2| 114 2| 113.8 | 1L12.4
GrOUP J[.—Ct OTHING AND DRAPERY.
Sydasy co | 1000 104 T | L2 3| 103 | 1059 | 105 T | 106.6 | 107.6 | JOB. [ | 1087
Melbourne P00 101 3] I02.2 ] 103.9 [ 106 4 | 105.8 | 106 6 i09.0 | 109.6 | 110,73
Biigbane. . 100:¢ | 10).7 | 102.9 | 103 3:| 105.8 } 104.9 | 106.7 | 107.2 | 108:3 | 109.1
Adelaide Lo 1000 ) 102 7 102.9 | 102,97 102 9 | 03 2] 104,01 [ 105.5 | 106.2 | 10T.1
Perth . eo | 10000 | IORS | 0T 6 | 1030 7 105 ) 104 4] 16 O 407 3 % 107 7 | 108
Hobart LoD 1026 103 1 | 1046 1078 | 106 & | I0B & | 109 6 | 109.9 | 110.4
Six Capitals(b) | 104.8 | 104.6 | 1024 | 103,23 1 105.8 | 105.3 ) 106.3 | 107.9 | 108.4 | 1094
Group IIl.—RenT{c) (4 anD 5 RooMED HouSES)
Sydney 10000 } 107271095 ] (10,3 | 113 S 1124 | 4.2 [ 115.4 | 116.9 | 1179
Metbourne 100.0 | 100.8 | 102.3 [ 1101.9 [ 123.3 | 122.4 | 123.6 | 125.2 | 125.9 | 126.6
Brisbane 1000 | 1629 | 1952 | 1070 [ 1LLO [ 1103 { 111.7 | 113.3 | 115.0 | 115.5
Adelaide 100.0 | 102.7 1 105 6 | 1449 | 124.8 [ 123 7| 126.3 | 1281 | 131.2'[ 132.6
Perth . 1000 | 110.8 | 149 & | 1591 | 169.2 | 168.5 | 169 7 | 170.8 ]| 173.5 | 174.7
Hobart 100.0 | 108.8 | 109:4 | 126+ | 151.9 | 150.9 | 153 9| 155.0 | 156.8 | 158.9
Six-Capitals(d) | 100.0-| 1050 | 109 6 | 15,5 ] 122 5 | 1205 [ 123 b | 124.6:| 126.1 | 127.0
Grovr 1V.—~—OTHER TTEMS.
Sydney 100.0 | 100.5 | 100.9 | t03.6 [ 1205 | 121.4 | 122,51 124.1 | 124.6 | 124.8
Melbourne 100.0 | 100.9 [ 1083 | 109.6 | 116.4 | 116.4+) LL16.7 | 116.9 | 1i7.4 | 7.7
Brisbane 0e.0 | 03.07 045 1101 1179 T18.0) 1186|119 C¢ | 559.4 | 1196
Adelaide \ 100.0 9.3 93.9 | 1057 1 107 9-1 107.9 | (08.3 | 108.5 [ 100 5 ; 1I11.t
Perth 0| Q8| 10L.9 ] 1064 | 1.5 | 145 114.8 | 1153 | r15.6 | 115.7
Wobast C100.0-4 1082 ) 105, L | 10,3 | 12000 | LIS T 120,3 [ 2100 ] 120.2 | 1200
Six Capitals(s) | FW0.0 | 100 9 | 101 . 4| 106.4 | 1178 | L7 8| 185 [ (193 | 119.9 | 120.1

NoTet—For footnotes see next page.
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INTERIM RETAIL PRICE! INDEX NUMBERS—continued.
(Base of each Index.: Year 1952-53 = 100.)

, Year | Year | ¥ear [ Year [ Year 1956. 1957.
City ?‘ldhd l::lndl:d ejnded tinded ?'nded'
- une, une, ung; une,. une;
1953, | 1954. | t955. | 1956 | 1957. | Qe | Mar. | Jene | Septt | Bee.
ALy Geouprd (EXCLUDING POTATOES ANy ©NI1ONS).(2)'
" "
Sydney 100.6 | 101.9 | 103.2 1 105.3 | 1120 112.6 | 113.7 I114.5 115.2 | [15.2
Melbourne | 1600 L 1020t | 10229 1084 | 1135 1 TL3Le | 137 4.8 | eS| 105h2
Brisbane oo | 20000 102.3 | 1037 1 105.9 | 110.3 | 109.5 | 110.9 | 112.0 | 112.3 | 113.6
Adelaide | 1000 | 101.6 | 1036 | 1063 | 109.5 | 108.7 | 1097 | 1110 | Le2. 2| 1LL.8
Perth o | 10001 103 9| 1005 [ 12 6| 1790 117.2 | 115,44 119.9 | [12.8 | 1158.9
Hobart oo | 1000 L 106 3| 105 6 P 1ID.6 | 118.0 ) 117,77 118,53 ] 119.2. [ 119.0 | 119.4
Six Capitals(®) | 100.0 |, 102 2 7 103.2 | 107.0 | 113.0 | L12.5 | 113.5 | [14.5 | 115.1 | 1§51
ALL Grours (INCLUDING POTATOES AND ONIONS)

Syd eer | TO0LQ-[ 102, 2. 103,71 | 706.0 [ 114,10 | t13.8 [ 113.7 | ti4.7 | 115.0 | Iid.B
Motbourne. - | 100-0 1024 | 102:7 | 10975 [ 051 | 1055 | naair v w503 [ 0505 | 11573
Brisbane eo | 1000 [ 1030 ] 1040 | 1070 | 1117 FLLL.2 ] 1114 ) 112.4 | £12.5.0 113.4
Adelaide v | 1000 102001 103.6 | 107.2 | 110.9 [ 110 9 | 109.7 P 1.5 [ 112.2.] 111.7
Perth oo | 1060 | 103.9 [ 109.6 | 112.7 | 118.3 [ 117.6 | 118.7 | 120.2 | 120.L | 119.¢
Haobart v PLO0LO | IO6.60 | 1O5.6 ) 1115 | LI9.1 [ 119.4 | 115.9 P 119.6 | 118.8. | 119.1
Six Capitels(t) | 106.0 [ 102.5 | 103.6 ‘ 108.0 | 114 3 [ 1142 | 112.7 | L4 & F11S. ¢ | 114.9
{a) See paragraph 6 on page 15, (b} Weichted average. (¢} Rent.—The rent index numbers

shown in the table.above and etscwhere 1n this publication measore thei propertionate rise. and.falf in the
average weekly rentals paid for houses of four and five roems taking corresponding houses throughout.
They are * price ” indexes in the strict sense, i.e., they are designed (o measure only the:™ price” element
in rent Auctuations. Rentals of new d houszes completed singe the end of the war are not taken into
account.

INTERIM RETAIE PRICE INDEX : GROUP INDEXES.
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF Six CaARITAL CITIES,
(Base: Year 1952-53=100.)

Clething Oih
iod. ‘ and © | Rent(b er | Aggregate
Period Food.{a) Dranesy. ent.(b) Ttems: Al éroups.(a)
A B A B
Year ended June— ]
1953 .- 100.0 1080 LA 1000 100.0: 1000 106.0
1954 102.8 103.7 101.6 105.0 100.9 192, 2 102.5
1955 - - 104- 8 104, 6 1y2.4 1066 101.4 (03.7 103.6
1956 1081 Lo, 6 103.3 5.5 { 106.4 107.0 108.0
19537 . H1. 4 113.8 105.8 122.5 HET.8 113.0 LE4.3
Quarterended
[954—December .. | 104.3 §03.7 [02.3 109.3 101.2 103.4 | 103.2
1955—March . 105 3 105 3 1024 109.7 101.2 103.8 1038
June oo |0 106.0 106 4 0y | 119.5 [oL.% | 104.5 104.7
September ., 06 7 168.2 103.3 1.4 | 102.8 105.1 105.7
December .. | 107.0 109 .0 [0l.4 .o 106.2 106.3. 107.0
1956—March . 108.2 FD.6. [03.3 118.8 106.7 107.4 | 108.3
Jane . [re.7 14 § 103.4 ne.7 1] 109.4 110.8
Sepiember .. r.s 119.6 103.8 120.6 165,6- LLE.5 114 4
December . LiL.6 116.2 | 105.3 111.5 1178 112.5 114,2
1937 —March Lo TI2 8 113.2 | 6. K231 | EM8.S 1t3.5, 113.7
June e | 113.3 114.2 107.9 124,46 9.2 114.5 114.8
September 1137 1138 | 108.4 126.1 [e.o 1151 3. ¥
Drecember [ ] 112.4 109.1 127.0 120.1 s r 114.9

{a) Indexes in Columns *' A" exclude, and those in Columns *' B " include, potatoes and onions.
See paragraph 6 on page 15. (&) See note (¢} above.,
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§ 5. The ¢ C* Series Retail Price Index: 1914-1957.

1. Construction.—Full particulars relating to the construction, items,
weights and method of tabulation of the * C** Series Retail Price Index were
last published in Labour Report No. 41, 1952, on pages 10-18. Tabular
statements of index numbers were shown on pages 19-27, and historical
particulars of the index, and its relation to automatic basic wage variations
prior to 12th September, 1953, on pages 3240,

2. Significant Dates,.—The following table furnishes index numbers for the
six capital cities as a whole, for certain significant dates since November, 1914—
the earliest date for which this index is available.

“C* SERIES RETAIL PRICE INDEX NUMBERS.
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF Six CapPITAL CITIES.
{Base: Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

1914, November .. . .. 687 (Beginning of 1914-18 War)
1918, November .. . . 905 (End of 1914-18 War)
1920, November .. . .. 1,166 (Post-War peak)

1922, November .. e . 975 (Post-War trough)
1929, Year .. .. .. 1,033 (Pre-Depression peak)
1933, Year . - - 804 (Depression trough)
1939, September Quarter .. . 916 (Pre-1939-45 War)
1943, March Quarter . .« 1,123 (Pre-Price Stabilization)
1943, June Quarter .. .. 1,143 (193945 War peak)
1945, September Quarter .. .. 1,126 (End of 1939-45 War)
1948, September Quarter .. .. L3111

1950, September Quarter .. .. 1,572

1952, September Quarter .. .. 2,238

1953, September Quarter .. .. 2,321

1954, September Quarter .. .o 2321

1955, September Quarter .. .. (a)2,394

1956, September Quarter .. ..(@)2,511

1957, September Quarter .. . .{a2)2,578

{a} Encludes price moversent of potatoes and onions.  See paragraph 6 on page 13,

The index rose by approximately 32 per cent, during the 1914-18 War
and by a further 29 per cent. in the two post-war years (November, 1918 to
November, 1920). From November, 1920 to November, 1922, there was a
fall of 16 per cent., and the index remained relatively stable until the onset
of the depression in 1929, During the four years of the depression 1929 to
1933 the index fell by 22 per cent., rising thereafter steadily until 1939 when
it was nearly 14 per cent. above the level of 1933, and approximately at the
level it had occupied at the date of the Armistice of 1918. Between the outbreak
of war (September, 1939) and March, 1943 (pre-price stabilization), the index
rose by approximately 23 per cent. to a level slightly below that reached at the
height of the post-war boom in 1920. Compared with that for the March
Quarter, 1943, the index number at the close of the war was practically
unchanged.
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Immediately after the outbreak of the war, price control was established
by the Government under Regulations dated 28th September, 1939, and a
national policy of price stabilization was applied as from 12th April, 1943,
backed by more stringent price control and price subsidies. The retail price
level, as measured by the index, remained relatively steady throughout 1944
and 1945 at the level of March, 1943. This stabilized level was approximately
23 per cent. above that of 1939 and 63 per cent. above the level prevailing at the
beginning of the 1914-18 War. After the June Quarter, 1946, war-time
controls, subsidies, etc., were progressively modified and by early 1949 had been
virtually eliminated. In the latter part of 1950 export prices (especially for
wool) rose very substantially and have remained relatively very high. In
December, 1950, the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration
raised the basic wage by approximately 14 per cent. Concurrently, public
works expenditure and private investment rose to very high levels.

This retail price index rose by 16 per cent. in the three years following the
end of the 1939-45 War (i.e., to the September Quarter, [948) and by 77 per
cent, in the next five years to the September Quarter, 1953, and remained
relatively stable at that level until the end of 1954. Since then the index
{excluding recent price movement of potatoes and onions—see paragraph 6
on page 15) has risen each year and by the September Quarter, 1957 was 11.1
per cent higher than at the September Quarter, 1954. The index including
potatoes and onions showed an increase of 10.9 per cent. over the same period.
This level was approximately 181 per cent. above that of 1939,

An account of price control measures and of price stabilization in Australia
was published in Official Year Book No, 37, pages 458-464, and No. 40, pages
279-280.

3. Tabular Statements of “* C ** Series Retail Price Index, Six Capital Cities,
1914 to 1957.—Information relating to the “ C* Series Retail Price index
numbers is published as follows:—

Monthly.—The Monthly Review of Business Statistics contains annual
and quarterly index numbers to the latest available date,

Quarterly.—Statements are issued about three weeks after the end of each
quarter relating to the “ C* Series Retail Price Index for that quarter and
immediately preceding «quarters. The Quarterly Swmmary of Austrafian
Stratistics contains annual and quarterly index numbers to the latest available
date, This publication also contains certain average prices of items of food
and groceries for each month of the latest available quarter.

Annual—In addition to the information published in the annual Labour
Report the Qfficial Year Book contains a brief summary concerning the index.

The movement in the various groups of the index and in the index as a
whole for each year for which it has been compiled is shown in the following
table for the six capital cities combined ;e
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L™ SERIES "RETAIL"PRICE . INDEX AND ITS ““GROUFP * ‘HEXDEX NUMBERS{4)
EFOR THE SIX CAPITAL -CITIES .COMBINED.

(Basewf Each Group: Weighted Averqge of Six CapirahCiries, 1523-27 = 1,000).

3| [J
! | Rent p | Miscer. | . st
Peiod, | Food and Groseries.(b)| 39095 Y Clothing, | [Miscél- | Total "lC "iRefies

t Houses).(c) L {
1914(d) .. 641 649 754 | 49 687
L5 .. 342 §59 792 * 786 782
19066 .. 312 . 665 881 802 795
Ik 836 685 . 992 882 | 347
1008 .. 861 722 1,007 ‘912; 905
DD 1,026 | 768 | 1238 | 1,03, 1,022
1920(d) .. 1,209 351 1365 1,19 1,166
020 .. 950 877 1,246 | 1,010 10013
19220d) .. 945 929 1,052 299 975
1923 e 1,008 9501  1,045) 999, 24,003
1924 . 969 ogg | 10034 13004 ] 987
1925 .. 998 1,008 3 99 992 997
1926 o 1,023 1,026 986 . 998 1,011
1927 i 1,000 1,030 975 | 1008 ) 1,002
1928 - 985 1,066 997 | 1,010 1,009
1929 o 1044 1,073 - 996 { 113007 & ‘1,033
1930 ot 941 1,047 951 . 999 | 975
1931 .. 226 904 853 973 373
1932 . “196 817 - 804 1958 € 830
1933 ol 751 804 787 950 , 804
1934 .. 783 . 810 785 944 817
1935 s "806 839 783 946 | 832
1936 e 825 1879, 7924 9471 850
1937 . 351 912 311 960 373
1938 . 386 942 329 961 897
1939 e 927 965 841 962, 220
1940 939 973 956 998 957
1941 .. 947 076 | 1,148 | ;060 1;008
1942 - 1,031 976 | 1808 | JA12, 1,091
1943 . 1,057 975 1,440 1,160 1131
1944 L 1,026 . 976 1,435 1,165 1,126
1945 .. 1,034 = 975 14251 L6 14126
1946 . 1,036 976 1,505 1,167 1,145
1947 .. 1,100 977 | 1,56 1,199 1,188
1948 . 1,256 979 | 1,744 1,257 , 1,295
1949 . 1,394 } 982 | 1,997 1338 1,415
1950 - 1,566 . 987 1 2,286 1.435 1,560
1951 .. 2,041 1,000 | 2,749 1,679 1,883
1952 . 2,526 15057 3,006 1,958 2,196
1953 . 2,641 1,138 3,223 2053 2302
1954 - 2,671 | 1as2) 3218 2062 2326
1955 e 2811 1,226 3237 2,081 2,393
- A B A ] ®B
1956 . 2,923 | 3,084 1,325 3,261 2,236 | 2,489 | 2,547
1957 . 2973 | 297 1,380 3357 | 2,372 25677 25565

!

For footnotes se¢ next page,
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sC™ SERIES RETAIL PRICE.INDEX AND (IS “GROUP”.INDEX NUMBERS{a)
‘FOR THE SIX CAPITAL CITIES COMBINED—continued.

{Base.of Each Grouyp: Weighted Average of Six Capital.Cities, 1923=27 = 1,000.)

4 Reat | E y
. (4 and 5 . @ :
Perict. I,Food.and( E:I)iromues: ’ﬁ%‘ﬂg_: “Clothing." ig-lnnesgeul;: fl‘ata}nd.g:(ﬁenes
R _
Quarter— i ' | . .
1939—Sepiember. . 920 967 836 961 916
1945—September. . 1,040 975 1,415 1,161 ° 1,126
1948—March .. 1,190 978 1,661 1,231 1,248
June .. 1,229 979 1,720 | 1,248 1,278
September. . 1,274 ! 979 17781 1,211 1,311
December... 1,330 | 980 1 1,818 | 1,277, 1,341
1949—March . 1,361 ' 981y L8491 1,304 1,364
June . 1,388 | 981 | 1,963 1,325 1,403
September. . 1,396 982 2,043 1,245 1,428
December. . . 1,429 : 983 2,132 1,378 1,466
1950—March .. - 1;473 - 984 .| 2,456 1,402 1,491
June e 1,520 986 2,261 1,413 1,534
September, . 1,582 987 2,316 1,432 1,572
December . . 1:689 989 2;410 1,492« 1,643
1951—March .. 15790 1,004 | 2487 1,564 1,713
June . 1,925 1,007 2,746 1,641. 1,813
September. . 2,136 1,010 27833 1,715, 1,943
December. . 2,311 1,013 21930 1,794 2,042
1952—March . 2,404 1,023 21992 1,828 2,098
June . 2,367 1;041 3,099 1,949 2,206
Septembet. . 2,592 1,070 57105 2,018 2,238
December... 2,542 1,004 3477 2,035 2,243
1953—Maurch . 2,572 1,122 3,200 2,048 2,268
June . 2605 1,136 3245 2,051 2,293
September. . 2:686 1,144 3,228 2,054 2,321
December. . 2,702 1 L5l 3,217 2,060 2,127
1554-—March . 21683 b 1,162 3,228 2,070 2,327
June . 2,670 L9 3212 2,061 2,324
Seplember 2,654 1,205 32107 72,058 2,321
December. . 2,677 1,209 3,222 2,060 2,333
1955—March . 2,730 1,213 3,218 2,046 2,349
June . 2,770 | H222 3,240 2,070 2,375
; A B A ¢ B
1955—Seplember. . 2:810 | 2,854 1,232, 3,243 2,081 2,394 | 2,411
Pecember.. '| 2/831 2,891 1,238 32481 2,128 2,413 4| :2,435
' ? | .
1956—March . 2,851 2,926 1,310 3,243 2,137 2,437 2,465
June Lo 2,922 | 3054 1,320 | 3,248. 2,212 | ,2;480 | 2,528
September... 1| 2,966 3,244 | L,330. 3,260 .2,273.| 2,511 4| 2,612
December... 17 2,954 Ly L3395 3,292 2,320 2,526 | 12,583
L 1 .
1957—March . 2,973 2,982 1,357 3323 2,336 2,547 2,550
June L 2,977 2,997 1,373 3,354 2,368, .2:565 | 2,572
September. . 2,987 | 2,975 1,389 3,365 12,387 2,578 4| 2,574
December, . 2,955 2,928 1,400 3,386 2,397 2,576 2,565
(@} *".Group "-index numbersin:thesabove table cannot.be compared-with mch othert in ordcmo show
the relative cosi of Food aniliGroceries ‘Rent, Clothing ortMiscell since each *' . Group
shas.its:own ‘Base = 1,000, namely, the weightediaverage.cost E’om.ho smcaplm]rr.‘.ltl.es as a whole during
the five-year period 152327, (&) -1 in+Col , and those.in.Columas * B %
rinclude, ithe:pri t.of patato d onions. See pnrnsravh 61on-page 15. (¢} -Rens. The

rent index numbers shown in the tables in this Report measure the proporiionete rise and fall in.the average
weekly rentals paid far houses of four and five rooms, taking corresponding houses, throughout They
are “ price ™ indexes in the strict sense, i <., they are de.ugned to measure onty the * price > element in
rent Auctuations.  Rentals of new t ted houses cc pl since the end of the war are not taken into
account. {d) November,
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A graph showing “C” Series retail price index numbers appears on page 65.

§ 6. International Comparisons: Retail Price Index Numbers.

A ~—The following table shows the increases in retail prices in Australia
and certain other countries since the quarter during which the 1939-45 War
commenced, In this section, the index used for Australia is of necessity the
“ € Series Retail Price Index. The figures show fluctuations in prices in each
country, and do not measure relative price levels as between the various
countries included.

RETAIL PRICE INDEX NUMBERS.
{Foop, RENT, CLOTHING, MISCELLANEOUS HOUSEHOLD EXPFENDITURE.)
(Base: September Quarter, 1939 = 100.)

. . United New | Union of [ United
Period. Australia{a) Kingdom. Canada. | 7. 1204 kﬁgg sLR B it':t:rs.l c.;;.f
1939—

September Qua:ter 100 100 106 100 100 100
1940—Year . 105 119 105 104 104 100
1941— ,, . 110 104 11 108 199 105
1942— e 119 129 116 111 118 116
1943 — e 124 128 117 14 126 125
1944— .. 123 129 118 116 130 123
1945— ,, v 123 131 119 118 133 127
1946— ,, ‘e 125 131 123 119 135 138
1947— ,, .. 130 ()02 134 122 41 158
1948— , . 141 108 154 132 149 170
1949— ,, . 155 111 (160 | (e)134 154 168
1950— ,, a 170 114 165 142 160 17t
1951— ,, e 206 124 182 157 172 185
1952— ,, e 240 136 186 170 187 189
1953 — , o 251 140 184 177 194 190
1954— , .. 254 143 i85 186 197 191
1955— .. 261 B 149 185 | (190 204 191

A
1956— ,, .. 272 278 {d}157 88 197 207 193
1955—March Qir. .. 256 146 185 189 202 190
June e 259 B 148 185 190 203 190

A
Sept. PR 261 263 150 185 151 204 191
Dec. I 263 266 153 186 191 205 151
1956—March Qtr. .. 266 269 154 186 193 205 190
June oo 2N 276 157 186 195 207 192
Sept. PO 274 285 157 189 199 208 194
Dec. oo 276 282 158 191 199 208 196
1957—March Qtr, .. 278 278 160 192 198 210 197
June oo 280 281 161 193 201 211 199

(a) Indexes in Column “ A™ exclude, and those in Column “B* include, the price movement of
polatoes and onions. See ‘fl:aragraph 6 on 13, (6) Food, Rent and Mlsoellanoous Expenchture
€} New Series (Base: June, 1947 = 100); cannot be linked to Former series, ()} New series
linked to former series. (&) Comumers (Retail) Price Index from March quariter, 1949, onwards,
Index numbers for earliee periods (shown for purposes of parison) are obtained by linking the movement

in the Retail Price Index (Base: 1926-30) 1o the pew index.



INTERNATIONAL CoMPARISONS: RETAIL Price INDEX NUMBERS, 23

B.—The following tables give index numbers of retail prices for various
-countries, Except where otherwise noted, the average prices for the year
1953 are taken as base (= 100). The figures, which have been taken from the
Monthly Bulletin of Sratistics of the Statistical Office of the United Nations,
-show fluctuations in prices in each country, and do not measure relative price
Jevels as between the various countries included.

INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL PRICES IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES,
\’ (Source: Monthiy Bulletin of Statistics of the Statistical Office of the United Nations.)
{Base: 1953 = 100.)
Foop, CLOTHING, RENT AND MISCELLANEOUS.

v T P 3
, A -
Ez é 2 "'g . : e =
Period, Eg S £l 3] 2| 8z 26 .| 8 .
u £ K] 5 9 ZZ) g E “ -
g3 sl 280 | E|-sElBd| Bz 2
<8| = | & &2 G| a &l GE| 2| & | H
1950 51 68 9t 62 £9 87 7 93 95 81 86
1951 69 -82-| 99 =67 98 96 9§ 100 98 37 94
1952 o6 o6 100 101 100 10t 102 7 o5 98
1953 100 100 | -100-| 100 100 )] 100 160 100 100 100
1954 104 [{]] [[H] 118 101 101 100 100 < 100 103
1958 117 104 101 142 1 106 10 102 103 106
1956 132 110 104 173 102 111 103 1035 99 107 111
1956—
March Qir. .. 122 107 102 159 101 10% 103 104 93 106 109
June " .. 131 199 103 166 101 110 103 103 9 107 111
Sept. - . 135 113 104 176 193 t 102 105 101 108 11t
Dec. " . 140 2 105 189 To4 nz 103 106 (> 197 HI
1957—
March Qtr, .. 146 2 106 197 104 114 143 106 IiH} 108 12
June - - 159 113 106 204 103 114 103 106 103 111 112
& N E 8
g N
£l 3 8 £ 8. .| &8
. 3 = - Zimt Ea b B £
Period. < B N g9 ES) & g1 241 a3
& ) Y
P1E 3 2|23 38| 8} B ¢ E z E.ﬁ
, 2l z] 2| z| &8 &2 a| & | o<| 0% 58
N
L
1930 .. . 7 91 V] 78 85 102 70 94 fix] 81 90
1951 89| 99 89 90 88 111 92 98 89 89 97
1652 . 100 96 o8 ] 104 99 Gt a7 57— 99
1953 100 100 100 10 100 100 100 10 100 | <100-
1954 104 105 104 98 99 |d-104-1 104 102 102 104
) 1955 104 106 § =107-] 105 94 92 } 102 5 106 100
1956 106 108 1Lt 109 97 100 109 103 107 ] -112-| 102
195
March Qtr. 105 107 109 106 96 98 107 102 106 { 110~ 100
une " 106 108 110 110 96 99 109 103 107 11 oL
Sept. " .. 106 1069 112 111 9@ 104 109 104 107 112 102
Dec. " . 107 109 [z 1o 9 102 1190 104 103 113 103
1957—
March Qtr, o 109 1o 112 11 102 101 113 104 108 tig 104
June . .. HO 111 113 113 165 99 113 105 109 ts 105
(a) Rent is not included. (6} Including direct taxes, () Base: August, 1953 = 100,
() JTuly-December, {2} Europ only. Including direct taxes.

Note.—~Symbol = on cach side of an index number (e.g., ~95-) indicates that two seties have been
finked at that period.  Symbol between two index numbers indicates that it is not possible 1o link
two series (change in scope, eic,) and therefore the index numbers are not comparable with each other
even though they are shown on the same base period,
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INDEX WNUMBERS OF RETAIL PRICES IN VARIQUS COUNTRIES—continued,

(Base: 1953 = 100.)

INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL PRICES OF Foop,

g .
b . ° ; . | B
Period . Ew H 5] 4 3 5 .| £ g
3 ]
8| 2| B | 88| 5| 4| 2&| 85 2|58 2
1950 49 59 0 hhd 1 85 80 9 93 33 13
1951 67| -76-| o6 57| 14| 92| 93| 97| 9 8| B
1952 97 93 99 74 104 104y 102 102 94 94 92
1953 100 | 100 -100-] 100 ] 100 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | -100-
1954 99 | 10| 103 | el 100| 104| 98t 102} 93| 106 | 100
1955 1o | 105 102 ] 42| wo| 111y 99| ie4| 85| ra1 | ro4
1955 125) n3 | toaf 175 | 1e0 | 116| 01| 106] 967 161 105
1956—
March Qtr, 116 108 103 164 93 116 101 106 88 173 106
June o, 125 ) 2] roa | 16| e8| 17| 0| w07 | 96| 156 | 106
Sept. 127 U7 1041 179 103 | 114 | 100| 106} wo | 155} 108
. 135 4 105 192 104 | 115 100 107 { 000 | 161 | 102
1957—
March Q. Mz mr| tos| 196 roa| ms{ too| 17| 99| 156| 102
June " 158 1z 106 195 04 19 107 101 158 106
5| ¢ E g
2| 3 J g 8.1 3} g8
Period S| 5] %5 E3) 2! 33 a3) a8
ol g | B S| g | Bel sE| & gg] B g2
] [ o 4 5
|l E) 2151 2] 22| B2 2| 25| 35| 35
1930 .. ] 88 191 89| 4] 4] sa) 103| M| 7| 13| oo
1951 .. | 94| 91 96| 86| sr| s8] | 87| s 126) 100
952 . | os| 9a| 99| oal oo 93y 106 98| 5| 5| 102
1953 ] o] wwel we| wo] 100] 100] 300 | 100 | 100 [ 100 | -100-
9% .. 1 3] 108 105 1081 98 b-100-] 101 | 103 ] 100
1955 .. T f06] 105| 106 | -108-] 108 85 o8| 105 | 164 | 10| 9%
195 .. e oa | wos | el wz| re0| rer | 13| 106 102 9o
1956— .
MarchOtr. .. | 109} 103] o7 | 1wo| 18| 96| 981 wr] 105] 101] o7
Yane ., .. mn] 193] 1o9| 1z | 1s| 97 99 4] I 104 | om
Sept. o oo f oree| voe | yrr| 18| 6| wal| 03] x| 106] 100 tor
Dec. o o mol| 16| ol 17| mz| roz| 1| 1iz) 107] 02| oo
1957—
MarchQir. ..1 tto] 107 1t]| 1o} 3] ror]| wo| 114} 108 103 ] 100
June o, .. weo| res| nzl e | us| 1| e8| 11a| 0o 65| roz
(@) Base:, Auvgust, 1953 = 100; (b} July-Decamber. (c) Europeans only. () Prior

to 1952, base: 194E = ]100;: beginning 1956, base: Janvary, 1958 = 100,
Note.—Symbol — on each side of an index number (e.g., ~3-) indicates thai iwo series have been linked

at that period. Symbol

etween two index numbers indicates that it is not pesgsible to ink 1wo

series: (change in scope,, etc.} and therefore the index numbers are not: comparable with each- other even
though they are shown on the same base period.



